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 Retractable Leash Safety 
 

Retractable leashes can give your dog lots of freedom on walks.  But 
as with most tools, sensible guidelines must be fo llowed. 

An excited, untrained dog on a retractable leash presents several 
risks.  When your dog is running at full speed and he reaches the end of the 
leash he can pull the handle from your hand.  This can have very serious 
consequences if he were to run i nto traffic.  If the leash is attached to a 
collar, the jerking movement could cause neck and/or spinal injuries as well 
as tracheal injuries.  Furthermore, the leash could wrap around your legs or 
your dogs’ legs causing either of you to fall.  

In order to  use a retractable leash responsibly, first teach your dog 
how to walk respectfully on a 6 - foot non -retractable leash.  He should know 
the commands, heel, wait, and come.  Teach him to politely pass other dogs 
while walking or to sit as they pass by.  Seek  help from a trainer or 
behaviorist if needed.  

Start in a quiet, open area when introducing the retractable leash.  If 
your dog rushes forward, hit the brake, quickly backup, and say, “Come!”  
Never grab the line itself, it will cause a burn or it can twis t around your 
hand and cause injury.  Once your dog is behaving reliably, gradually move to 
busier areas with more distractions.  When near a street, keep the leash 
length short.  

 


