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 The Balanced Canine  
                 Dog Psychology…Where People Get Trained & Dogs Get Rehabilitated 

    
 

 Puppy Proof Your Home 
 
Follow this room -by-room guide to eliminate possible household hazards 
before you take your new puppy home.  
 
Garage 

�x Antifr eeze has a sweet taste that dogs will readily consume with 
deadly consequences.  Store bottles of antifreeze on high shelves 
that are out of reach.  Check your car frequently for leaks.  

�x Keep pesticides, fertilizers, and snail bait out of reach.  
�x Other harmf ul items commonly found in garages include batteries, 

cleaners and solvents, motor oil and gasoline.  
 
Kitchen 

�x Trash cans should be kept covered and behind a closed door.  Hazards 
in a garbage can include coffee grounds, spoiled food, bacteria, and 
sharp ob jects.  

�x Remove toxic cleaners and soaps from under the sink, or put 
childproof locks on the doors.  

�x Store baking chocolate and raisins on a high shelf in the pantry.  
�x Keep tempting foods off of the kitchen counter, especially toxic foods 

like grapes and nuts.  
�x Make sure your puppy cannot get to insect and/or rodent traps that 

may be under the refrigerator or stove.   
 
Bathroom 

�x Store medications and chemicals out of reach.  
�x Keep the toilet seat down.  
�x Do not leave hair dryers, straighteners, or any other electrica l 

appliance plugged in.  Your puppy can chew on the cords and 
electrocute himself.  
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Living Room 

�x Tuck away electrical cords and cables or prevent access to them.  
Spray them with a taste deterrent, such as Bitter Apple, to deter 
chewing. 

�x If you smoke,  keep tobacco products and ashtrays out of reach.  
�x Keep paper shredders unplugged when not in use.  
�x There are many plants that can be toxic if chewed.  Bring a list of the 

plants you have to your veterinarian.  
 


