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Dog Park Safety

Safety can be a major issue at dog parks. You never know if someone
is going to bring a dog to the park that can be aggressive. To make matters
worse, many owners go to dog parks to socialize with one another and they
do not properly supervise their dogs. While you may crave the opportunity
to provide an environment with open spaces and potential playmates for off -
leash play, you also need to be aware of safety considerations.

Picking the right park is important. Evaluate the location when
choosing a dog park. Does it have a double -gated entry to prevent dogs from
escaping when new dogs enter? Is the fencing well maintained w ithout holes
or areas where other dogs have dug under? Is there adequate shade and
areas for play and rest? Is waste (feces) picked up on a regular schedule?
Are bags and wastebaskets present?

Be observant. The park visitors are just as important as t he parks’
appearance. It would be best to have dogs of various sizes so that dogs of
similar size can play together. Some parks have separate areas where
smaller dogs are separated from larger dogs. Be on the look out for out -of -
control dogs that just s eem to be causing trouble.

Carefully observe other dog owners. If there is an aggressive dog
that is not being properly managed, error on the side of caution and leave
the park. Better safe than sorry.

It is important to know your own dogs’ behavior be  fore going to a dog
park. How does your dog react to other dogs and scents when out on a walk?
Does his tail wag or are his ears pinned back and his body posture stiff?
Sometimes dogs will raise their hackles out of excitement and not
aggression, however a happily wagging tails should accompany this body
language, not growling or intense staring. If your dog behaves fearfully or
aggressively, the dog park is not for you.

Allow your dog to become acclimated to the park before you enter.
Approach the fence with your dog and watch his body language. If he is
fearful or seems apprehensive, do not enter. If another dog seems
particularly aggressive towards your dog, do not enter. Remember, a tense



leash creates tension. When you enter, either drop the leash and detach it
before entering.

Strong obedience will also help you control your dog in stressful
situations. Be sure your dog knows the come command very well.



